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AN ACT regardi ng deaf and hard of hearing children

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the
Bill of R ghts for Children who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Act .

Section 5. Findings. In order to ensure that children
who are deaf or hard of hearing have the sane rights and
potential to becone independent and self-actualizing as
children who are not deaf or hard of hearing, the Bill of
Rights for Children who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing is

est abl i shed.

Section 10. Definition. " Conmuni cati on node and
| anguage” neans the individual child s comunicati on node or
| anguage, whet her oral, manual or a conbination of oral and
manual nodes including but not limted to:

(1) Anmerican Sign Language.
(2) English-based manual or sign systens.

(3) Oral, Aural or Speech-based training.

Section 15. Educat i on. It is essential for the
wel | -being and growt h of deaf and hard of hearing children
that educational prograns recognize the unique nature of
deafness and ensure that all deaf and hard of hearing

children have appropriate, ongoing, and fully accessible

educati onal opportunities. It is essential that deaf and
hard of hearing children, 1like all <children, have an
education in which their wunique communication node IS

respected and utilized to develop literacy and witing skills

to an appropriate |evel of proficiency.
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Section 20. Essentials for deaf and hard of hearing
chi |l dren. The General Assenbly recognizes that it IS
essential for the well-being and educational and enotional
grow h of children who are deaf and hard of hearing to have:

(1) Early identification services whi ch identify
children with hearing | osses as early in |life as possible and
which result in pronpt referrals to informational resources
l'inking children and parents to appropriate services.

(2) Early intervention services and parent education
provi ded by professionals who are trained and certified in
the field and who are proficient in the primry | anguage or
comuni cati on node used by the children.

(3) Educational placenent fromearly childhood through
hi gh school w thin prograns which recogni ze the uni que nature
of deafness and which are appropriate to the children's needs
including social, enptional, cultural, age, hearing |oss,
academ c | evel, nodes of conmunication, style of |earning,
notivational level, and famly support.

(4) Educati onal pr ogr ans in whi ch t eachers,
interpreters, early intervention specialists, diagnosticians,
supervisors, and others involved in the educational process
understand the wunique nature of deafness, are trained and
certified in the field, and are proficient in the primry
| anguage or communi cati on node used by the children. Program
adm nistrators nust have know edge of the educational issues
and rel ated services pertaining to educational prograns for
children who are deaf and hard of heari ng.

(5) Educational prograns which provide screening and
assessnent tools and procedures wused in the <children's
| anguage or conmmunication node by qualified, certified
eval uat ors.

(6) Educati onal pr ogr ans in which the children's
| anguage or communi cation nodes are respected, used, and

devel oped to an appropriate |evel of proficiency to ensure
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conpr ehensi on and grow h.

(7) Educati onal pr ogr ans whi ch provi de ongoi ng
opportunities for the children to have direct interaction and
communi cation with other deaf or hard of hearing children.

(8) Educati onal pr ogr ans which facilitate parental
advocacy and infornmed participation in the decision making
process relating to and affecting their child s education by
providing the parent or Jlegal guardian wth appropriate
information concerning all available progranms, options, and
servi ces.

(9) Full and equal access to all prograns wthin the
children's educational setting.

(10) The opportunity to benefit fromdeaf or hard of
hearing role nodels fromw thin the deaf community and to be
exposed to their contributions to society.

(11) External support and related services appropriate
to the children's needs provided by professionals who are
qualified, appropriately trained, or certified and able to
communi cate proficiently in the |anguage or comunication
node wutilized by the children either directly or through the

use of an interpreter.
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